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Los Angeles County District Attorney and Consumer Affairs Investigation
Results in Arrest and Criminal Charges Against Online Pet Peddler

Victims Help Expose Alleged Inhumane Puppy Seller After Unknowingly Purchasing
Seriously Il or Dying Puppies

LOS ANGELES — An extensive investigation by the Los Angeles County Department of Consumer
and Business Affairs (DCBA), led by the Office of Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie
Lacey, has helped lead to criminal charges against a Downey man for illegally selling unhealthy
dogs to unsuspecting customers.

The District Attorney’s Office has charged Gustavo Gonzalez, 26, with 28 felony counts of cruelty
to an animal, one felony count each of first-degree residential burglary and grand theft, and 22
misdemeanor counts of petty theft.

The criminal complaint charges Gonzalez with selling 28 sick puppies — some for thousands of
dollars — to 25 families throughout Southern California from February 2018 to April 2019.
Prosecutors allege that most of the puppies died after the victims brought them to their homes.

“Families expect years of joy and great memories when they purchase a puppy. The last thing they
should expect is to see their companion suffer pain or early death,” said Joseph M. Nicchitta, Director
of the Department of Consumer and Business Affairs. “No business model should profit by exploiting
unsuspecting families. | am thankful to District Attorney Jackie Lacey for her efforts to bring this case
to justice. The Department of Consumer and Business Affairs is on call to listen to other victims and
help the District Attorney’s office strengthen their case against these alleged inhumane business
practices.”

“| appreciate D.A. Jackie Lacey and her office for taking this terrible case of animal cruelty seriously,”
said Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn. “I am proud of the work the L.A. County
Department of Consumer and Business Affairs did in this investigation and | urge anyone who
believes they may have purchased a sick dog from this man to report it to the department.”
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DCBA is continuing to assist with this investigation. If you purchased a dog from Gonzalez and
your pet suffered from unexpected health issues or premature death, please contact a DCBA
consumer counselor by telephone at (800) 593-8222 or by email at info@dcba.lacounty.qov.

Officers from the Downey Police Department and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, Los Angeles (spcalA) assisted in Gonzalez’s arrest and the subsequent care for animals
found at his home.

Investigacidon Resulta en el Arresto y Cargos Criminales Contra un Vendedor de
Mascotas por Internet

Victimas Ayudan Exponer A Presunto Vendedor de Cachorros Inhumano Después de
Comprar Cachorros Gravemente Enfermos

LOS ANGELES - Una investigacion extensa realizada por el Departamento de Servicios para
Consumidores y Negocios (DCBA), dirigida por la Fiscalia de Distrito del Condado de Los Angeles,
ha resultado en cargos criminales contra un hombre de la cuidad de Downey por la venta ilegal de
perros enfermos a clientes desprevenidos.

La Oficina de la Fiscal del Condado ha presentado Gustavo Gonzalez, 26, con 28 delitos graves de
crueldad a un animal, un delito grave de robo de residencia de primer grado y hurto mayo, y 22
delitos menores de hurto menor.

La querella criminal alega que Gonzalez vendié 28 cachorros enfermos — algunos por miles de
dolares — a 25 familias a través del Sur de California entre febrero de 2018 y abril de 2019. Los
fiscales también allegan que la mayoria de los cachorros murieron poco después de que las victimas
los llevaron a sus hogares.

“Familias anticipan anos de felicidad y buenas memorias cuando compran a un cachorro. Lo ultimo
que esperan es ver su companero en tanto sufrimiento o una muerte prematura,” dijo Joseph M.
Nicchitta, el director del Departamento de Servicios de Consumidores y Negocios. “Ningun modelo
de negocios deberia beneficiarse aprovechandose de familias desprevenidas. Estoy muy
agradecido a la Fiscal de Distrito Jackie Lacey por sus esfuerzos para lograr justicia en este caso.
El Departamento de Servicios Para Consumidores y Negocios esta aqui para escuchar a las otras
victimas y ayudar a la oficina de la Fiscal reforzar su caso contra este presunto caso de practicas
de negocios inhumanas.”

“Estoy agradecida con la Fiscal Jackie Lacey y su oficina por tomar tan en serio este horrible caso
de crueldad a los animales,” dijo la Supervisora del Condado de Los Angeles Janice Hahn. “Me
siento orgullosa del trabajo que hizo el Departamento de Servicios Para Consumidores y Negocios
del Condado en esta investigacién y le urjo a cualquier persona quien cree que haya comprado un
perro enfermo de este hombre que lo reporte al departamento.”

DCBA continuara ayudando en esta investigacion. Si usted compro un perro de Gonzalez y su
mascota sufrié de problemas de salud inesperadas o una muerte prematura, por favor comuniquese
con un consejero de DCBA por teléfono al (800) 593-8222 o por correo electrénico a
info@dcba.lacounty.gov.
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El Departamento de Policia de Downey y la Sociedad para la Prevencién de la Crueldad contra los
Animales, Los Angeles (spcalLA) ayudaron con el arresto de Gonzalez y el cuidado posterior de los
animales encontrados en su domicilio.

Since 1976, the County of Los Angeles Department of Consumer and Business Affairs (DCBA) has served consumers,
businesses, and communities through education, advocacy, and complaint resolution. We work every day to educate
consumers and small business owners about their rights and responsibilities, mediate disputes, investigate consumer
fraud complaints, and enforce Los Angeles County’s minimum wage and temporary rent stabilization ordinances.

For more information, visit dcba.lacounty.qov.
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