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During this webinar:

Keep the chat window open throughout the entire webinar. We will be 

taking questions through the chat window, and we would like to answer 

all of your questions. You can use it at any time to send questions to the 

speakers (please send to “Everyone” or “All Panelists”).

To find your chat window if it doesn’t pop up automatically, drag your 

cursor to the bottom of the WebEx window. There are several icons 

including one that looks like this (below) for the chat. When the icon is 

blue, your chat window should appear within the WebEx.

All participants will be muted to ensure the best sound quality. Please use 

the chat to ask your questions at any time. We will address them during 

the presentations as appropriate, or during the designated times for 

Q&A.



TAXES 101:

EXPANDED FEDERAL AND STATE TAX CREDITS PUT CASH INTO THE POCKETS OF 
CALIFORNIA’S YOUTH AND PARENTS

May 12, 2021 11:30-12:30 a.m. 



We need YOU to support 
California’s 3.8 million TAY
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College 
students

Foster 
Youth

Young 
parents

Homeless 
Youth



• Job loss and reduced hours

• Internet and technology expenses 

• Grocery and PPE expenses

• Housing needs

• Difficulties accessing childcare

• Difficulties accessing public benefits and 

unemployment

• Increased utilities and home costs

• Stimulus check barriers

Covid-19 Impact on Earnings
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Federal Tax Credits & Stimulus Checks
Federal Earned Income Tax Credit - For the 2021 tax year, the earned income credit 
ranges from $1,502 to $6,660 depending if you are filing as single or jointly and how 
many children you have. This credit was only available to taxpayers age 25-65 if 
they do not have a qualify child. Young parents do qualify. The credit is expanded to 
include foster youth ages 18+ and all young adults age 19+ for the tax year. 

Child Tax Credit - The standard Child Tax Credit is usually worth up to $2,000 per child 
dependent. For 2021 it will be expanded to $3,000 with the option for monthly 
payments! https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/advance-child-tax-credit-payments-
in-2021

Adoption Tax Credit: You may be eligible for reimbursement, up to a certain amount, of 
court costs, attorney fees, home studies and other reasonable and necessary 
expenses directly related to the legal adoption of a child. 

Unemployment Benefits: Unemployment is taxable after the first $10,000 received.For
those who overpaid prior to the change – refunds will be issued in May 2021.  
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-treatment-of-unemployment-compensation

Federal Stimulus Checks- The IRS distributed a first round of stimulus checks to 
individuals who had filed their taxes or signed up online for non-filers of $1,200 per 
individual and child in the household. A second round of stimulus checks was disbursed 
for $600 per individual and qualifying child. Individuals who have not yet received these 
funds will be able to receive the stimulus when they file this year’s tax return. A third 
stimulus check is being disbursed. https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/recovery-rebate-credit
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https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/advance-child-tax-credit-payments-in-2021
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-treatment-of-unemployment-compensation
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/recovery-rebate-credit


California Tax Credits & Golden State Stimulus

California Earned Income Tax Credit - If you’re 18 or older, or have a 
qualifying dependent, and you made less than $30,000, you qualify for the 
CalEITC when you file your state tax return. The credit ranges from $243 to 
$3,027 dollars depending on how you file and if you have children. Use this 
online calculator to find out how much money you could get back. 

Young Child Tax Credit - If you’re eligible for the CalEITC and you have a 
child who is under the age of 6 as of Dec. 31 of the tax year, then you qualify 
for the Young Child Tax Credit, which could mean up to an additional $1,000 
in your refund. 

Renter’s credit - If you lived in California for the entire year, paid rent for at 
least half of the year, and were not living with a parent or foster parent or 
legal guardian, you may qualify for the renter’s credit. The renter’s credit is 
either a $60 credit for single renters whose incomes is below $43,533, or a 
$120 credit for married/registered domestic partner taxpayers who file 
together and whose incomes is below $87,066. 

Golden State Stimulus Checks- The governor and legislature passed an 
emergency stimulus check worth $600 per tax return for tax filers who 
qualified for the CalEITC last year and for filers who were use an ITIN this tax 
year. There are current proposals for another round of stimulus in the state 
budget process. 
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https://www.ftb.ca.gov/about-ftb/newsroom/caleitc/index.html?WT.mc_id=akEITC
https://www.caleitc4me.org/earn-it/


California Earned Income Tax Credit 
What’s New?

• Before 2018, without a qualifying child, had to be ages 25-65

• Beginning in tax year 2018, eligibility lowered to 18 years old

• Beginning in tax year 2019, the Young Child Tax Credit gives 
$1,000 to qualifying parents with a child younger than age 6

• Beginning in tax year 2020, tax filers who use an Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) qualify 
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Who qualifies for CalEITC?

As of the 2020 tax year, you may qualify for 
the CalEITC if you:

• are 18 or older at the end of 2020

• under age 18 with qualifying children

• have an income of at least $1

• have a SSN or ITIN

• lived in California for half of 2020, and

• have an income of $30,000 or less
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What is the most amount of money TAY can get? 

• The cash back refunds increase depending on the number of 
dependents
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Filing taxes can significantly increase the income of 
TAY, particularly young parents
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WAYS TO HELP PREPARE & FILE TAXES
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1: Review & Circulate All County Information Notices 
on the CalEITC

All County Information Notice 2018: 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACIN/2018/I-
75_18.pdf?ver=2018-11-21-141643-317

All County Information Notice 2019:
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-
Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACINs/2019/I-
68_19.pdf?ver=2019-11-26-170036-633

All County Information Notice 2020:
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-
Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACINs/2020/I-
71_20.pdf

12

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACIN/2018/I-75_18.pdf?ver=2018-11-21-141643-317
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACINs/2019/I-68_19.pdf?ver=2019-11-26-170036-633
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACINs/2020/I-71_20.pdf


2: Review and Share JBAY’s CalEITC Guide

Print out JBAY’s EITC publication: 
https://www.jbaforyouth.org/cal-eitc-guide/

• Targets TAY and supporters as an audience

• Contents:
Step 1: Learn about the CalEITC

Step 2: Do I need to file taxes?

Step 3: Prepare to file your taxes

Step 4: File your taxes

Step 5: Get your tax refund

Glossary & Appendix
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https://www.jbaforyouth.org/cal-eitc-guide/


3: Share informational materials about the CalEITC and 
taxes with TAY and parents

• Follow the HUB on twitter, instagram
and facebook

• JBAY’s websites on CalEITC and 
download the social media toolkits, 
posters, and brochures you can use for 
outreach

• Visit  the California Franchise Tax Board’s 
website for CalEITC brochures, posters, 
and information at ftb.ca.gov and 
CalEITC4Me.org resources page. 

• Visit Golden State Opportunity’s website.
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https://twitter.com/The_HubSanJose?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/the_hubsanjose/
http://www.facebook.com/TheHUBSanJose
https://www.jbaforyouth.org/cal-eitc-guide/
ftb.ca.gov
CalEITC4Me.org
https://www.caleitc4me.org/resources/


4: Help TAY Prepare to File with a Checklist

Tax Preparation Checklist

https://www.jbaforyouth.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/TAY-tax-prep-
checklist-.pdf

Commit to supporting Californians with filing 
taxes

• Encourage them to file

• Help them receive free reliable 
information, support, and materials from 
JBAY and other partners throughout the 
tax season
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https://www.jbaforyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/TAY-tax-prep-checklist-.pdf


5: Dedicate time between February and April  OR MAY

Original Tax Season - February 12th - April 15th

The IRS extended the deadline to May 17th

If you request an extension you can file as late 
as October 15, 2021. 

If they do not owe taxes but missed the 
deadline they can still file to get their refund! 

Outreach to Youth and Help Them Overcome 
Barriers to Free Tax Help and Filing 16



6: Direct TAY to free tax prep services 
VITA Locator Tool
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https://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/

https://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/


7: Integrate information on the CalEITC into existing TAY 
programs and services

• Transitional Independent Living Plan or case plan

• Credit history checks or credit report review

• Team meetings: Child and Family Team (CFT) 
meetings, Team Decision Making (TDM) meetings, 
90-Day Transition Plan meetings and parenting 
conferences

• Independent Living Program curriculum –as part 
of the core service of financial literacy
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8: Help TAY file for previous year’s and save important 
tax documents

TAY can file previous year’s taxes up to three 
prior tax years. 

They will need to gather their tax 
information from those prior years and can 
use the same checklist to prepare. 

How to organize tax documents: 
https://www.taxslayer.com/blog/how-to-
organize-your-tax-documents-for-the-new-
year/
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https://www.taxslayer.com/blog/how-to-organize-your-tax-documents-for-the-new-year/


9: Help foster youth connect with a volunteer tax 
preparer through a central link with Foster Club

To learn the tax process and maximize 
refunds it is best for young adults to have 
trusted FREE support the first times they file.

Current and Former Foster Youth needing 
assistance with current or prior year taxes can 
sign up here: 
https://www.getyourrefund.org/en
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https://www.getyourrefund.org/en


Question & Answer Session
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Learn more and watch our full webinar here:

https://www.jbaforyouth.org/caleitc/

For more information, contact:
Anna Johnson at anna@jbay.org

https://www.jbaforyouth.org/caleitc/
mailto:anna@jbay.org

