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BEING SUED?  
WE WILL DISCUSS THE OPTIONS &   

REQUIREMENTS AVAILABLE TO THE    
PARTY BEING SUED IN A SMALL CLAIMS 

CASE. 



TOPICS 
COVERED 

• Discovering You are Sued
• Contact the Party Who Sued 
• Register for LASC Online 

Dispute Resolution (ODR)
• Request Dismissal 
• Challenge the Venue
• Request a Postponement
• The Defendant Sues the 

Plaintiff
• Defendant Appears at the 

Hearing  



DISCOVERING YOU ARE SUED

Served by a Sheriff, Registered Process Server, or 3rd Party

May be served personally at home or work

May be substitute served (person lives or works with you) 



CONTACT THE PARTY WHO SUED

Utilize the LASC Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) 
to resolve

Pay the party suing & have them submit a  Request 
for Dismissal (CIV-110) 

Submit a Defendant’s Claim (SC120) if the party 
suing owes you money 



REGISTER 
FOR LASC 

ONLINE 
DISPUTE 

RESOLUTION 
(ODR)



REQUEST DISMISSAL
Defendant wants to be dismissed or have the entire case dismissed:

Defendant makes the request by submitting the form, Request for 
Court Order and Answer (SC-105)

SC-105 must be filed with the Court and mailed the other parties in 
the case

Some reasons to request a dismissal are:

Defendant believes that the Plaintiff mistakenly sued the wrong 
party 

Defendant has been sued by the same Plaintiff for the same issue 
before



CHALLENGE THE 
VENUE

If the Defendant believes they are being sued in 
the wrong County or court location:

Defendant can submit a venue challenge 
letter

 Send the original letter to the court & a 
copy to all the other parties at least 15 
days prior to the hearing date

*When the Defendant challenges the venue, the 
Defendant does not have to attend the court 
hearing*

CCP 116.370



REQUEST A 
POSTPONEMENT

If the Defendant is unable to attend 
the hearing: 

Request to Postpone Trial (SC-150) 
–-> follow instructions on form
Proof of Service by Mail (SC-112A) 



THE DEFENDANT SUES THE 
PLAINTIFF 

The Defendant wants to sue the Plaintiff for money owed in 
another matter:
Defendant can file a Defendant’s Claim (SC-120)  
Defendant can initiate their own lawsuit by filing their 

own Plaintiff’s Claim (SC-100)
Defendant wants to countersue for more than the small 

claims maximum Application and Order for Transfer 
(Small Claims)(SCLA 014) 



DEFENDANT APPEARS 
AT  THE HEARING

To appear remotely: https://my.lacourt.org/laccwelcome
 Must register prior to court date
 Defendant can submit a venue challenge letter
 May appear by telephone ($15) or by video ($23)

Evidence must be submitted at least 10 days prior to the date of the 
hearing: 
 LASC CIV 278 (Exchange and Submission of Evidence)
 LASC CIV 279 (Small Claims Mailing Label)
*Instructions outlined on page 2 of the form LASC CIV 278*



Thank you for attending!
For additional information about Small Claims: 

https://dcba.lacounty.gov/small-claims/
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