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Fourth District Rendering Fraudulent Immigration Services

Kathryn Barger LOS ANGELES - The Los Angeles County Department of Consumer and
Fifth District Business Affairs (DCBA) has provided critical investigative work to assist the
Office of Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon in charging a
56-year-old woman with scamming more than a dozen immigrants by
pretending to be a consultant -- and at times -- an attorney.

Director
Rafael Carbajal

Chief of Staff
Joel Ayala Nubia Esmeralda Burrier was charged with 10 counts of grand theft and one

count of first-degree residential burglary with a person present. For the past 14
years, Burrier met with victims at her office across the
street from the U.S. Immigration Court. She allegedly
filed for political asylum on their behalf, even though
she knew they were not eligible. She is also accused
of rendering services never provided.

The case remains under investigation by the District
Attorney’s Economic Justice and Notario Fraud Unit
and DCBA, if you believe you have been defrauded,
call the DCBA hotline at (800) 593-8222.

“We have seen time and time again predatory
practices against the most vulnerable victims,” District
Attorney Gascon said. “This person allegedly preyed Nubia Esmeralda Burrier
upon immigrants who lacked the sophistication to

navigate the immigration system. She was repeatedly told she could not legally
provide immigration services, but, nevertheless, she ignored these warnings.
These kinds of crimes cheat unassuming people out of their hard-earned
money and endanger their immigration status.”

“This allegation proves that scams, fraud and abuse occur everywhere, and
we urge the public to be extra vigilant of bad actors seeking to take advantage
of people seeking help,” said DCBA Director Rafael Carbajal. “We encourage
you to contact DCBA, if ever in doubt, to ensure that a provider is legitimate,
for tips to prevent abuse, and for free resources available to County residents,
including immigration defense.”

In total, Burrier allegedly stole $127,150 from 17 victims.
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Read the District Attorney’s press release for more details in the case.

For clients of Nubia Esmeralda Burrier seeking to secure their client files, please call the
State Bar’s bilingual phone line at (213) 765-1747.

Trabajo Investigativo del DCBA Ayuda Presentar Cargos
Contra Servicios Fraudulentos de Inmigracion

LOS ANGELES — El Departamento de Servicios para Consumidores y Negocios (DCBA,
las siglas en inglés) como parte de su cargo proveo asistencia investigativa para asistir
la oficina del Fiscal del Condado de Los Angeles George Gascon presentar cargos contra
una mujer de 56 anos por estafar mas de una docena de inmigrantes por hacerse pasar
como consultante autorizada y hasta a veces como abogada.

Nubia Esmeralda Burrier enfrenta 10 cargos en su contra de gran robo y un cargo de
robo en primer grado residencial con persona presente. Durante los ultimos 14 anos,
Burrier se reunié con victimas en su oficina al otro lado de la calle de la Corte de
Inmigracion de los Estados Unidos. Se alega qué entrego peticiones de asilo politico de
parte de sus victimas, aunque sabia que no eran elegibles para este beneficio migratorio.
También es acusada de cobrar por servicios que nunca rindio.

El caso sigue bajo investigacién de la Unidad de Fraude Notario y Justicia Econémica
del Fiscal de Distrito y DCBA. Si piensa que ha sido victima de fraude, llame a la linea
telefonica de DCBA al (800) 593-8222.

‘Hemos visto tiempo tras tiempo practicas predatorias contra las victimas mas
vulnerables,” dijo el Fiscal Gascon. “Se alega que esta persona se aprovechd de los
inmigrantes que no tenian el entendimiento para navegar el sistema migratorio. Se le
aviso6 repetidamente que no podia proveer servicios de inmigracion legalmente pero aun
ignoro estas advertencias. Este tipo de crimen roba a personas modestas de su dinero
que tanto les costd ganary ponen en peligro su estado migratorio.”

“Esta alegacion es prueba que estas estafas, fraude, y abuso ocurre en todos los lugares
y se le urge al publico mas vigilancia de actores que buscan aprovecharse de la
comunidad que busca ayuda,” dijo el Director del DCBA Rafael Carbajal. “Pedimos que
se comuniquen con DCBA si tiene cualquier duda para asegurar que un proveedor es
legitimo, informacion para prevenir abusos, y para servicios disponibles para los
residentes del condado, incluso asesoramiento legal migratorio.”

En total, se alega que Burrier robd $127,150 de 17 victimas.
Lea el comunicado del Fiscal para mas detalles.

Para los clientes de Nubia Esmeralda Burrier que buscan obtener sus archivos de
clientes, llame a la linea telefénica bilingue del State Bar al (213) 765-1747.



https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/woman-charged-rendering-fraudulent-immigration-services
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/woman-charged-rendering-fraudulent-immigration-services

MEDIA RELEASE: DCBA Investigative Work Helps Lead to Immigration Fraud Charges
February 17, 2023
Page 3

Since 1975, the County of Los Angeles Department of Consumer and Business Affairs (DCBA) has
been the local consumer protection agency serving County consumers, tenants, homeowners,
immigrants, and workers. DCBA provides a wide range of services that aim to foster a fair and dynamic
marketplace and enhance the economic wellbeing of our communities. This includes investigating
consumer fraud complaints, enforcing the County’s minimum wage, tenant and worker protections,
and providing access to justice programs. More information can be found at dcha.lacounty.qov or by
calling (800) 593-8222.
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