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Before We Begin 
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• This meeting is being recorded

• To enable Captions

o In the bottom-right corner of the of the livestream window, click the Closed Caption 

button to show or hide the closed captions

• Attendee cameras and mics are disabled

• Mics can be requested to be unmuted during the public comment portion of the meeting 

• General chat has been disabled but participants can send a chat to the hosts in case of any 

technical issues



Purpose of this Scoping Meeting

Begin the scoping 
process under 
CEQA

1

Review key 
findings of the 
Notice of 
Preparation/Initial 
Study

2

Request input on 
the scope and 
content of the 
Environmental 
Impact Report

3
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About Us

The Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) 

has been serving Los Angeles County and its 

residents since 2017 by leading the transition of 

cannabis to a regulated market with equitable 

policies that seek to promote the health, safety, 

and well-being of our communities.
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Agenda

• Overview of Proposed Cannabis License 
Program for Unincorporated Los Angeles 
County

• Introduction to CEQA

• Scope of the Environmental Impact Report

• Opportunities to Provide Comments and 
Stay Involved
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Brief Overview of 
Program

How did we 

get here and 

what Program 

is being 

proposed? 
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Background 
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June 2018

OCM submits a proposed 
regulatory framework to the 
Board. Developed based on ~60 
community stakeholder 
presentations, 20 public 
workshops, and 
recommendations from a 
workgroup of experts. No action 
was taken.

July 2021

Board directs OCM to revisit the 
2018 regulatory framework and 
report back with a revised 
framework rooted in equity.

February 2022

Board of Supervisors 
unanimously approves a motion 
to implement a revised 
regulatory framework and 
equitable cannabis business 
permit program. 

November 2022

60% of Los Angeles County 
voters approve Measure C, 
enacting a tax on cannabis 
businesses in unincorporated 
areas of the County. Includes: 
4% tax on retail, 3% on 
manufacturing and distribution, 
and $10/sq. ft. for cultivation 
businesses. 

July 2024

Community meetings to present 
and solicit feedback on 
proposed business operating 
and zoning requirements. 

October 2024

OCM released the proposed 
rules and regulations for public 
review and feedback, hosting 
several public meetings to 
receive comments on the draft 
documents

March 2025

OCM releases an Initial Study 
and Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
of an Environmental Impact 
Report, initiating the CEQA-
mandated scoping period.



Program Overview: Allowable Businesses Activities

• 90 total licenses regulating 6 unique business activities
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25 Retail Licenses
Allows a business to sell cannabis to 

adults inside a store.

25 Delivery Licenses
Allows a business to sell cannabis to 

adults and deliver it to them.

10 Distribution Licenses
Allows a business to move large amounts 

of cannabis for other businesses.

10 Testing Lab Licenses
Allows a business to test the quality 

and purity of cannabis products.

10 Manufacturing Licenses
Allows a business to package, label, infuse, 

and extract cannabis products. 

10 Cultivation Licenses
Allows a business to grow large amounts 

of cannabis to sell to other businesses.

• Microbusiness

o Up to three (3) cannabis activities, excluding testing

• No cannabis events and consumption lounges allowed 



Allowed Cannabis Business Types in 
Commercial Zones Overview
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Neighborhood 
Commercial 

(C-2)

General 
Commercial 

(C-3)

Commercial 
Manufacturing 

(C-M)

Mixed Use (MXD) – 
Commercial Only

Cultivation - - - -

Distribution - - Yes -

Volatile Manufacturing - - - -

Non-Volatile Manufacturing - Yes Yes -

Testing - Yes Yes -

Retail, Storefront Yes Yes Yes Yes

Retail, Non-Storefront 
(delivery) 

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Microbusiness - - Yes -

• Businesses only allowed in commercial and industrial/institutional zones 



Allowed Cannabis Business Types in 
Industrial/Institutional Zones Overview
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Light 
Manufacturing 

(M-1)

Restricted Heavy 
Manufacturing 

(M-1.5)

Heavy 
Manufacturing 

(M-2)
Institutional (IT)

Cultivation Yes Yes Yes -

Distribution Yes Yes Yes -

Volatile Manufacturing Yes Yes Yes -

Non-Volatile Manufacturing Yes Yes Yes -

Testing Yes Yes Yes Yes

Retail, Storefront Yes - - -

Retail, Non-Storefront 
(delivery) 

Yes Yes Yes -

Microbusiness Yes Yes Yes -



Additional Zoning Regulations

• Indoor businesses only; no outdoor or mixed-light 

cultivation (e.g., greenhouses)

• Constructed and permitted structures only. No new 

development permitted under proposed ordinance.

• Premises must be kept clean, free of graffiti, trash, and 

debris 
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Overview of Buffer Zones
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• No cannabis businesses permitted within:

• Existing residential uses or sites

• Public lands or within Significant Ecological Area (SEA)

• 600 feet of youth-oriented uses (i.e., K-12 schools, 

daycares, public parks and recreation facilities, public 

libraries, and licensed game arcades)

• 600 feet of Drug Abuse and Recovery Treatment 

Facilities 

• 500 feet of an existing licensed retail storefront 

cannabis business (for new retail storefront cannabis 

businesses only)



Consumer Health & Safety Measures

• Cannabis Advertising Prohibited:

o On any interstate or state highway crossing the California border;

o Within an unincorporated Residential or Agricultural zone; or

o Within 1,000 feet of any Youth-Oriented Use (K-12 school, public library, public park, public 
recreational facility, or child day care center).

o On delivery vehicles 

o Exception: Advertisements located entirely on the Premises of a permitted Commercial Cannabis 
Business.

• Only five (5) Retail and five (5) Delivery businesses allowed per Supervisorial District

• No more than 75 percent of available licenses for a single license type allowed per Planning Area 
provided the Planning Area is entirely within Supervisorial District boundaries

o 50% non-retail i.e., no more than five (5) per Planning Area 

o 75% retail & delivery i.e., no more than three (3) per Planning Area
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Consumer Health & Safety Measures

• Odor Management: Facilities must have an Odor Management Plan to prevent detectable 
odors outside the facility.

• Waste Management: Facilities must have a Waste Management Plan, hold waste in 
quarantine for inspection, and properly dispose of cannabis waste.

• Track and Trace: Use of the state-mandated track and trace system for all cannabis products 
to record the inventory and movement of cannabis and cannabis products from seed to sale.

• Recall Procedures: Facilities must have a recall procedure for misbranded or adulterated 
products and follow stringent protocols for recall and disposal.

• Packaging Requirements: Cannabis products must have tamper-evident, child-resistant 
packaging and must not look like children's products. 

• Labeling Requirements: Labels must be clear, in English, and include the product's identity, 
weight, THC/CBD content, manufacturer's details, and health warnings. They must not be 
attractive to children or make misleading health claims.
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Security Measures

• Limited Access Areas: Only authorized personnel and escorted visitors are allowed entry in limited access 

areas.

• Age Verification: All visitors must undergo electronic age verification upon entry, and point of sale, with access 

restricted to individuals 21 years or older unless they are qualified patients or primary caregivers . 

• Video Surveillance: 24/7 high-definition video surveillance system inside and outside business premises. 

Recordings kept for at least 90 days. 

• Locks & Alarm System: Use commercial-grade locks for all Limited-Access Areas and entry/exit points. 

Permittees must also maintain a licensed alarm system and report crimes within 48 hours.

• Security Guards: Employ at least one (1) licensed onsite guard during retail operating hours.

• Lighting: Use shielded, downward facing security lighting.

• Signage: Display specific signs based on their authorization (adult-use, medical, or both), prohibiting entry for 

those under 21 unless qualified, and indicating prohibitions on consuming cannabis and loitering on premises. 

Health-warning signs must be prominently displayed behind the dispensing counter, and all required permits 

must be visibly posted.
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CEQA Environmental 
Review

What is CEQA 

and how will 

impacts be 

assessed?
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Basic Purpose of CEQA and
Environmental Impact Report

Inform 
decision-

makers and 
public of 
potential 

significant 
environmental 

impacts

Identify ways to 
avoid or 

significantly 
reduce impacts 
with mitigation

Identify 
alternatives to 

prevent 
significant 
avoidable 

damage to the 
environment

Foster public 
participation in 

the process

Disclose to the 
public the 

reasons behind 
agency 

decision-
making for 
approval of 

projects.



Purpose of Scoping

Inform the Public

• Inform public 
about EIR process

oKey issues to be 
analyzed in EIR

oSchedule and 
opportunities for 
public 
participation

Solicit Input

• Solicit public input 
on EIR scope

oKey community-
environmental 
concerns

oPotential 
alternatives and 
mitigation 
measures

Address Impacts

• Ensure early public 
input is addressed 
in the 
environmental 
impact analysis 
provided in the EIR



Key Participants

CEQA 
Lead 

Agency

Responsible 
Agencies

Trustee 
Agencies

Cooperating 
Agencies

Citizens and 
Organizations

Environmental 
Consultants



EIR Process Overview

Initiate 
Scoping 
Process

Notice of 
Preparation 
& Initial 
Study

Draft EIR Final EIR

Prepare 
Draft 
EIR

Prepare 
Response 

to 
Comments

Public Review & 
Comment Period

Public Scoping 
Meeting

Public Review & 
Comment Period

Public Meeting

Certification 
Process



CEQA Initial Study

• Purpose of the Initial Study is to help identify whether the Project could have significant effects on the 

environment and the appropriate CEQA document

• The Initial Study discusses the Project’s potential to cause significant effects on:
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• Aesthetics

• Agriculture and Forestry

• Air Quality

• Biological Resources

• Cultural Resources

• Energy

• Geology and Soils

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions

• Hazards / Hazardous 
Materials

• Hydrology and Water Quality

• Land Use / Planning

• Mineral Resources

• Noise

• Population / Housing

• Public Services

• Recreation

• Transportation

• Tribal Cultural Resources

• Utilities / Service Systems

• Wildfire



Key Potential Environmental Impacts

Air Quality
Increase in criteria pollutant 
emissions

Potential release of cannabis 
odors

Energy
Increased demand for, and 
wasteful or inefficient use of, 
energy resources

GHG Emissions
Increase in GHG emissions

Potential conflicts with Climate 
Action Plans/policies



Key Potential Environmental Impacts

Hazards / Hazardous Materials

Potential hazards to the public from 
use/transport/disposal of hazardous 
materials

Land Use / Planning

Potential conflicts with County land use 
plan, policies, or regulations



Key Potential Environmental Impacts

Transportation

Conflicts with circulation plans, policies, or 
programs

Increase in trips / vehicle miles traveled

Utilities / Service Systems

Increased demand for water supplies and 
wastewater disposal / treatment



Review the NOP/Initial Study
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• Visit OCM’s website: https://dcba.lacounty.gov/cannabis/publiccomment/

• Visit DCBA Office: 320 W. Temple St. Room G-10, Los Angeles, CA 90012, Monday 
through Friday 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

• Visit County Libraries:

• Rowland Heights Library

• Lennox Library

• A C Bilbrew Library

• South Whittier Library

• South Whittier Community Resource Center

• Action Agua Dulce Library

• Topanga Library

• East Los Angeles Library

• La Crescenta Library

https://dcba.lacounty.gov/cannabis/publiccomment/


Opportunities to 
Comment and Stay 
Involved

How do I 

comment on 

the scope of 

the EIR?
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Tips for Submitting Input on the Scope

• Comments on the scope of the EIR are most helpful where they: 

• Identify existing environmental issues and constraints

• Focus on specific environmental topics or issues that should be addressed

• Describe why the proposed Project may result in significant impacts

• Identify concepts that may reduce potentially significant impacts

*Comments should focus on the scope of the EIR analysis, not opinions of the 

licensing program For example comments like “I don’t support cannabis 

businesses” or “there should be more licenses available” are outside the scope 

of the EIR.  
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Public Scoping Comments 
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• Use the React button to Raise hand and provide a comment. 

• Each Comment is limited to no more than three (3) minutes  



Public Comment on 
the Scope of the EIR

• Verbal comments after this presentation

• Comments can also be submitted via: 

o Email: CannabisEIR@dcba.lacounty.gov

o Online Form: Submit online on the 
comment form

o Mail: 320 W. Temple St. Room G-10, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012; ATTN: OCM

Deadline to submit comments is April 4, 2025
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https://form.jotform.com/250207458113045


EIR Estimated Timeline and Next Steps

Spring 2025

NOP/IS Release 

Scoping Process

Public Review & Comment Period

March 5 – April 4

Summer 2025

Public Draft EIR Release

Public Review & Comment Period

Fall 2025

Response to Comments

Winter 2025

Final EIR Release

Spring 2026

Adoption and EIR Certification Hearings 
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Thank you
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Please send your input!

CannabisEIR@dcba.lacounty.gov

cannabis.lacounty.gov/publiccomment
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